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The Origins of “Founder’s Day”
An annual event begins with A.A.’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
http://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/aas-10th-anniversary-celebration
Five years prior to A.A.’s first International Convention a historic gathering took place in
Cleveland, Ohio to commemorate A.A.’s tenth anniversary in June 1945. Over 2,500 members
of Alcoholics Anonymous from 36 states, two Canadian provinces, and Mexico attended the twoday event. Celebrations kicked off on Saturday June 9th with two regular A.A. meetings and two
“open house” meetings held in different parts of Cleveland. On June 10th, marking the ten-year
anniversary of the founding of A.A., cofounders Bill W. and Dr. Bob spoke to a crowd of 1,000 at
the Music Hall in downtown Cleveland. In his talk, Bill spoke about the growth of A.A., briefly
retelling his own story and about the writing of the Big. Bill concluded his talk by stating that “A.A.
is much bigger than any of us” and joked that Dr. Bob and himself were “a couple of old, cracked
antiques who have had a little more experience than others.” Following Bill, Dr. Bob spoke briefly
about the development of A.A.in Akron, Ohio. He concluded by saying, “Our program must be
followed by each individual. And each individual is the only one who can do it for himself.”
Bill stating that June 10th was “a day for congratulations for thanksgiving and for celebration,”
and that A.A. “could not have been but for others.” Dr. Bob went on to thank all that “were a
source of help and inspiration in [his] trouble,” including his wife, Anne; A.A.s of Cleveland; the
members of the Alcoholic Foundation, and to all in attendance at the Music Hall.
Also on the evening of June 10th, 400 A.A. members attended a Founders Day dinner in Akron,
Ohio. Bill and Dr. Bob attended the dinner after they spoke in Cleveland. Speaking about Akron,
Bill said “It was here that the miracle really happened. This is the hill where the A.A. beacon was
lit 10 years ago.”

Tickets to the Founder’s Day Event will only be sold at the door
if we have not sold out. However, tickets are selling quickly so
we recommend you buy them in advance!

Meeting Discontinued
The 12:00 Noon “Language of the Heart” meeting that
formerly met at the 2720 Club every Monday through
Friday is no longer meeting. Thank you.

There is a new meeting in Lake Placid:
‘Hope is Found Here’ group
Working Faith Ministries Church
424 County Road 29
Lake Placid, FL
Monday, 6:00 pm - Open discussion

